CLAIMS 



What is Claimed is: 

1 . A method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call from a 
calling party, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing an internet protocol address of the user; 
receiving the telephone call; 

retrieving the stored internet protocol address of the user; 
sending a message to the internet protocol address; and 
displaying information regarding the telephone call. 

2. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, further 
comprising the steps of: 

prompting the user to perform at least one of the following actions: 
accepting the telephone call directly; 
ignoring the telephone call; and 
accepting the telephone call over the internet. 

3 . The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 

terminating an internet session if the user elects to accept the telephone call 
directly; and 

connecting the telephone call from the calling party to the user. 
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4. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 2, further comprising the steps of : 

storing a default telephone number of the user; 

connecting the telephone call from the calling party to the default telephone 
number if the user does not elect to ignore the telephone call. 

5 . The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 2, further comprising the step of sending the internet protocol address of 
the user to a telephony server if the user elects to accept the telephone call over the 
internet. 

6. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

displaying a web page; 

prompting the user to activate call notification from the web page; 
transmitting the internet address of the user if the user elects to activate call 
notification; and 

displaying a service activation message in the web page. 

7. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 1, wherein the information regarding the telephone call includes 
information regarding the calling party. 

8. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 1, wherein the internet address is stored by a service control point. 

9. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 8, wherein the service control point stores the internet address in a 
database. 
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10. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 9, wherein the telephone call is received by a service switching point in a 
telephone network. 

1 1 . A method, performed by a computer processor, for notifying an internet user 
of an incoming telephone call from a calling party, the method comprising the steps of: 

displaying a web page, the web page containing a prompt to the user requesting 
activation of internet call notification; 

receiving a request from the user to activate internet call notification; and 
transmitting an internet protocol address to a telephone network. 

12. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 1 1, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a message containing information respecting the telephone call; and 
displaying a window notifying the user of the telephone call. 

13. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 1 1, wherein the information respecting the telephone call includes 
information regarding the calling party. 

14. The method for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call, as 
recited in Claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request from the user to connect the telephone call; 

ending an internet session of the user; and 

connecting the telephone call from the calling party to the user. 
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15. An apparatus for notifying an internet user of an incoming telephone call from 
a calling party, the apparatus comprising: 

a service switching point configured to receive the telephone call from the calling 
party and to send a message regarding the telephone call; 

a service control point configured to receive the message and to send an internet 
notification message to a stored internet protocol address of the user; 

internet notification means for displaying information respecting the telephone call, 
based upon the internet notification message. 

16. The apparatus, as recited in Claim 15, further comprising, wherein the internet 
notification means further comprises: 

means for causing the internet browser to prompt the user to accept the telephone 

call; 

means for terminating a session of the internet browser if the user elects to accept 
the telephone call; and 

means for connecting the telephone call from the calling party to the user. 

17. The apparatus, as recited in Claim 15, wherein the apparatus further 
comprises: 

means for storing a default telephone number of the user; 
means, within the internet notification means, for prompting the user to accept the 
telephone call; and 

means for connecting the telephone call from the calling party to the default 
telephone number of the user if the user does not elect to accept the telephone call. 



14 



18. The apparatus, as recited in Claim 15, wherein the internet notification means 
further comprises: 

means for prompting the user to activate call notification; 
means for transmitting the internet address of the user if the user elects to activate 
call notification; and 

means for displaying a service activation message. 

19. The apparatus, as recited in Claim 15, wherein the internet notification means 
further comprises: 

means for displaying a web page in the internet browser; 
means for prompting the user to activate call notification from the web page; 
means for transmitting the internet address of the user if the user elects to .activate 
call notification; and 

means for displaying a service activation message in the web page. 

20. The apparatus, as recited in Claim 15, wherein the information respecting the 
telephone call includes information regarding the calling party. 
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